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President’s Message

Greetings. This is my first message as President of the Rehoboth Beach Homeowner’s
Association. At the time I wrote this message, [ had been president for less than three
months. As for my great accomplishments in these past three months: well there aren’t
any - unless you count writing this message on a Sunday afternoon in January when it
was too cold to go outside. The hardest part of writing this message was starting. It was
a task I found quite easy to postpone during the holiday season. However, while procras-
tinating I had plenty of time to think about what I should say in my president’s message.
And, what I need to say is “thank you.”

First, I would like to thank Linda Kaufmann for her excellent service as president of
RHBA for the past three years. Thank you Linda. I am very pleased that Linda is now
serving RBHA as its secretary and that leads to my next thank you.

Elaine Boyle served as secretary of the RBHA for many years. She did a superb job. I
have served as secretary of for a couple of organizations in the past, and I know how
much work it takes every month to record and publish the minutes. Thank you Elaine for
a job that was always well done.

Elaine Boyle along with Howard Butler and Alan O’Leary left the board of RBHA at
the end of their terms in October after many years of service to this organization. Yes,
RBHA has term limits, and their time was up. Their contributions will be missed at our
board meetings.

Howard Butler, I am pleased to report, hasn’t gone very far. Howard spearheads
RBHA'’s participation in DNREC’s Annual Coastal Clean Up. Howard has done a mar-
velous job with coordinating this project and has agreed to continue in this role for
RBHA. Thank you Howard. Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will find an article on
Coastal Clean Up. Please read it. If you would like to participate in Coastal Clean Up
this year, mark your calendar for September 25, 2010. That is the date for the next
Coastal Clean Up.

Another thank you goes to Hoyte Decker for his tireless efforts in coordinating
our newsletters in 2009 and the email updates to members. In addition, Hoyte
served as RBHA Vice President for 2009. Thank you Hoyte. The 2010 email up-
dates to members will begin in the spring. If you have not provided RBHA your
email address and would like to receive RBHA’s email updates, please contact us
at info@rbhomeowners.com. It is a great way to get information about what is
going and to stay informed about current issues.

Sincerely, (2‘ t i &
AONAANNL

Charlie Browne, RBHA President




October 17, 2009 RBHA Annual Meeting

The Rehoboth Beach Homeowners' Association (RBHA)
held its Annual General Membership Meeting on Saturday,
October 17, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. The meeting was held at
All Saints’ Church.

The membership voted to amend the By-Laws to permit the
RBHA to offer Newsletter subscriptions and email news
bulletins to non-members. Bob Miller was elected to the
Board of Directors. The Treasurer reported a $13,349 bal-
ance in our bank accounts. Membership for October is 533.

October 17, 2009 RBHA Board Meeting

A short Board Meeting followed the General Membership
Meeting. Officers were elected, and several issues were
raised for discussion at the November Board meeting in-
cluding, setting the dates and locations for 2010 Board
meetings and adopting a budget for 2010.

Charlie Browne was elected President. Linda Kauffman
was chosen to fill the Secretary position. Hoyte Decker will
remain in the Vice President's slot and Marcia Maldeis will
continue as Treasurer. Other members of the Board are
Greg Gause, Judy Mellen and newcomer Bob Miller. The
Board expressed its appreciation for the long and hard work
of outgoing Board members: Elaine Boyle, Howard Butler,
and Alan O'Leary. Two Director positions remain vacant.

November 21, 2009 RHBA Board Meeting

The Treasurer reported that the current bank balance is
$12,837.74 and RBHA has 537 members. Mailings for
membership renewal will go out in late December. Jennifer

Summary of RBHA Meetings

Duncan was appointed by President Charlie Browne to fill
one of the vacancies on the Board. Hoyte Decker is leaving
the Board but will continue working with the Newsletter
due out. Rehoboth Beach Main Street will be asked to con-
tribute an article to be included in the Newsletter. The
Board expressed its appreciation to Hoyte for all of his
many contributions to RBHA.

There will be no Board meeting in December. The January
Board meeting will be Saturday, January 18, 2010, at Camp
Rehoboth, and the February Board meeting will be Febru-
ary 13, 2010. Linda Kauffman and Marcia Maldeis will
prepare a budget for 2010 to be presented at the January
Board meeting.

The printed By-Laws need to be updated to include the
change approved at the Annual Meeting. Thank you letters
were sent to Bryan Hall and Terri Sullivan for their presen-
tations at the Annual Meeting.

January 18, 2010 RBHA Board Meeting

Marcia Maldeis, RBHA Treasurer, has sent out dues
notices for 2010 to members. The current bank balance is
$11,815.98. In light of the recent devastation in Haiti, the
Board voted to make an exception to its policy of only
donating to organizations in Rehoboth Beach and approved
a donation of $500 to Doctors Without Borders to support
their work in Haiti. The calendar of RBHA meetings and
meeting locations for 2010 was approved. The budget for
2010 will be on the agenda for the February Board meeting.
The newsletter will be published in February. Charlie
Browne will invite the Mayor and City Manager to be our
speakers for the April General Membership Meeting.

RBHA
Welcomes New
Board Member,

Bob Miller

“I am pleased to begin working
with the RBHA. I have been re-
tired for 1 1/2 years after working
20 years for the US Army as a
psychiatrist, including 5 years of
"hard duty" in Honolulu, and then
20 years with Fairfax County,

=i |

chemical engineering from Pur-
due, then a master's in pharmacol-
ogy and an MD from Indiana
University, before starting with

Virginia, also as a psychiatrist. I
obtained a bachelor's degree in

the Army.

“I have lived most of the time in
Washington, DC, where I get
called routinely every 2 years for
jury since I am not a convicted
felon. I have variously owned
houses with others in Dewey and
Rehoboth before buying the pre-
sent house on Henlopen Avenue
10 years ago. I like the commu-
nity and have many friends who
have been part- timers here and
expect to retire here also. I look
forward to learning more about
the community.”




RBHA BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

INTERVIEW WITH MARCIA MALDEIS

Sometimes you hear about a retiree who is so busy that you
wonder how they manage it all!

Such a person is our featured
Board member: Marcia Maldeis.
She is not only Treasurer of the
Homeowners’ Association, but
also Membership Chair. Marcia
has been active in RBHA for
about 7 years. As Membership
Chair, she helps with the newslet-
ter, mailed notices as necessary,
and the membership renewals. As
Treasurer, she keeps us solvent
and well grounded financially.

As if this wasn’t enough, Marcia is also a member of the
City Parks and Tree Commission and the Animal Issues
Committee. The major animal concern of RB citizens
seems to be the feral cats in our community. The Commit-
tee supports the TNR program: trap, neuter and return. She
says contributions to the Delaware Humane Society and the
SPCA in Georgetown are always needed to provide the neu-
tering and the vans necessary to carry-out these functions.
This year alone, over a dozen cats have been neutered and
several kittens rescued and adopted.

Animal care is especially near and dear to her heart as the
owner of three cats and two dogs. All these pets have been
acquired from shelters or adopted as strays.

Wait — we’re not finished! For four hours on Sundays,
Marcia and Stan, her husband, are on Plover Duty in
Gordon’s Pond. They are there to educate the public and to
protect the area containing the very vulnerable plover nests;

EMembership Committee

i — develops and implements
i programs for increasing and
! maintaining membership.

: Environment Committee — works to improve and sustain
t natural assets that are important to the City.

By-laws Committee — ensures the By-laws effectively sup-
{ port operation of the RBHA in accordance with its stated purpose.

Ordinance Committee — examines the City Code and
i makes recommendations about updating the document.

: Communications Committee — responsible for keeping
: the membership informed.

Budget Committee — works with the Treasurer to maintain
{ oversight of RBHA finances.

The RBHA welcomes your participation!

this area is closed from March through September. Then
there is Coastal Clean-Up, which they captain at Lewes Beach.

Along with Stan she runs a rental business “Tidewatch Ac-
commodations.” Open all year, it offers a variety of rental
options and is maintained by them. Add to this working out
at the YMCA and involvement with her mother, a 96 year
old resident of Cadbury, who, Marcia says, is still pretty
sharp, and you get one very busy retiree.

Born and raised in the Towson, Maryland area, Marcia is a
graduate of the University of Maryland with a degree in
math education and an M.A. from Johns Hopkins. Actually,
that is an “ABD” (all but dissertation) for a Ph.D. Her
teaching career began in Jr. High School in Chevy Chase,
Maryland, for ten years and then finished at Wheaton High
School, where she taught a range of math courses from con-
sumer math to pre-calculus. She was also involved in school
activities such as coaching sports, math team, and class
sponsor and also worked with the County recreation depart-
ment. Retiring from teaching in 1999, she took a course with
H&R Block and then worked for a local accountant for three
years.

Married for sixteen years, she met Stan at a country western
dance class. They have traveled around the U.S. in a van,
including five weeks out west and shorter trips up and down
the east coast. They bought their house in Rehoboth in 1998
and Stan, who had been a contractor, did much of the work,
teaching Marcia to assist. The house took two years to renovate.

Obviously a citizen of Rehoboth who believes in active citi-
zenry, Marcia is a valuable member of the board of RBHA.
How lucky we are to have such a proven achiever lending us
her considerable talents!

— Judy Mellen

We have committees that could use your input.

If you are interested in being on a committee or helping outin
any way, please let us know. The RBHA is productive only with i
the assistance and contributions of its members. We particularly
encourage and need the assistance of members to help with the
newsletter, assist with our email updates to members, and attend
and report on city meetings. i

We also have one vacancy on the Board of Directorsg..

If you are interested in serving on a committee, assisting with the }
newsletter, serving on the Board or contributing in any other way }
to RBHA, please get in touch with us at :
info@rbhomeowners.com or contact RBHA President, Charlie
Browne, at charlieandrod@msn.com or 302-227-4070.



Your RBHA has been Active!

City Employees Appreciation Breakfast

o

The Annual City Employees Appreciation Breakfast was
a tremendous success
thanks to Elaine Boyle
and her RBHA volun-
‘ teers. More than 40
- ! employees were
served a variety of
bagels, baked goods,
fruit, coffee and juice.
Elaine expressed her
thanks to the volun-
teers who helped with
the event, including Howard Butler, Stan Mills, Marcia
Maldeis, Helen Daley, Sonie Decker, and Patti Gause.

Community Unit Dinner

RBHA once again as-
sisted Rehoboth Beach
Main Street in manning
work stations at the
Community Unity Din-

ner which was held
on December 6, 2009. B
The Community
Unity Dinner is a
Rehoboth tradition,
with an all-you-can-
eat feast, live holiday
music, Santa Claus, plus face-painting for the kids. Doz-
ens of Rehoboth Beach organizations, local merchants
and a cross-section of our diverse community come to-

: g gether to produce and enjoy this
event. RBHA volunteers Sonie
and Hoyte Decker, Jennifer
Duncan, and Marcia Maldeis
assisted in many ways to make
3 the event a success including
serving and cleaning up.

Photo compilations from multiple years.



...and stays Active!

International

Coastal _
Cleanup

Ocean ?Hc“
Conservancy
Coastal Clean Up,
an annual fall DNREC event, is sponsored within the
City of Rehoboth Beach by RBHA. Howard Butler once
again coordinated Rehoboth’s coastal clean up with assis-
tance from his wife, Bernadine, and Association Board

\‘_._.__?ehoboph BeOCh / -

egowners'

Assot/m
n

members Elaine Boyle, Charlie Browne, Greg Gause, and
Linda Kauffman. We were delighted to have our largest
team of volunteers ever — over 125 individuals partici-
pated. The largest group of volunteers was 50+ students
from the Eagles Nest Christian Academy along with five
of their teachers. A dozen international students from the
University of Delaware (mostly from China) made up the
next largest contingent. The volunteers did a great job in
spite of having to negotiate around and through a volley
ball tournament. Over 4,000 cigarette butts were removed
from the sand and boardwalk along with 150 pounds of
“stuff” left by our summer guests. Thanks to everyone
who helped make Coastal Clean Up a success.

Beach Grass Planting

In 2009, RBHA members |
volunteered their time
and energy and joined
with civic minded folk
from Delmarva to poke
over thousands of holes
into the sand and plant
“Cape American Beach
Grass” to help expand the
ocean side of our native

dunes. Members were

allowed to enter the fenced areas
. which are normally closed to the
public to protect the fragile
dunes. Dunes are our first line of
defense ] ;
against
wave
action
and
serve to dampen the energy of
the waves. During this fall’s
strong nor’easters, the dunes per-
formed their function while sac-
rificing much of their sand. Un-
fortunately most of the grass
planted last year as well as grass
planted in past years was de-
stroyed by the strong and high
waves.

Please Join Us!

DNREC has set this year’s beach planting activity for
Saturday, March 20, 2010. Your help is needed. Want
you please join us this year to help protect our beaches.
Please contact us at info@rbhomeowners.com or phone
Marcia at 302-227-6032 if you are able to help. Thank you.

Photo compilations from multiple years.



City News Briefs

BUDGET

The Commissioners held multiple
budget meetings to evaluate and com-
ment on a budget initially developed
by the city manager. While not yet
adopted, the final budget has many
changes. Some are:

e Increase in refuse fees to cover an
increase in tipping fees.

e Increase in wastewater surcharge
to pay for upcoming implementa-
tion of new wastewater discharge
alternative.

e Continued free recycling to resi-
dential clients.

e Cost savings measures such as
reduction in part time employees
and less overtime.

Budget meetings also included looking
at other revenue sources such as in-
creasing the current rental tax (on
houses, apartments, etc.); establishing
a tax on commercial rentals and estab-
lishing a tax on accommodations other
than those included in the rental tax
(e.g for hotels). Increasing property
taxes was mentioned but not acted on.

TREES

The tree ordinance is undergoing a
comprehensive review by the Board
of Commissioners.

BOARDWALK
RECONSTRUCTION

The snows have caused the slightest of
delays in the north project area and
minor delays in the south. The south is
short of reopening for the need to fill
in the excavations; revegetate the dis-
turbed areas, pull the electrical wiring
and install the lights, install sand fenc-
ing and other minor details. The City
is hopeful of reopening the south to the
public in late March or thereabouts.

But for the harshest of winter weather
days, the construction crews started
many work days with snow shovels in
hand and were back to work by mid-
morning after each snow day.

The end of Rehoboth Avenue has new
wood decking in place with a new con-
crete border but is awaiting installation
of some additional details before re-
opening to the public. It is anticipated
that the entire mile-long Boardwalk
will be walkable prior to Memorial
Day 2010 although few details might
take a bit longer.

What we have to look forward to on the
new Boardwalk: new lighting, more
footshowers and drinking fountains,
two new tower showers and new sports
lighting for the recreation programs on
the beach near Baltimore Avenue.

TWO NEWLY PASSED
ORDINANCES

e Adoption of a new official zoning
map.

e Approval of an ordinance requir-
ing the filling in of missing side-
walks when both of the following
conditions are met: 1) that the
property is in a block where 50%
or more of the block already has
sidewalks, and 2) when the aggre-
gate of building permit value is
$20,000 or greater in any 12 month
period.

RECYCLING

Recycling for residents continues free
of charge. It’s easy! You get a free
container and pickup is on the first,
third and fifth Fridays through April
2010. Collection is every Friday from
May — September.

WASTEWATER DISCHARGE
ALTERNATIVE SELECTED

After over a year long program of for-
mal lectures and educational sessions
the Commissioners unanimously se-
lected ocean outfall as the alternative
discharge site for our highly treated
wastewater. This decision allows for
the next steps to realize the project:
seeking funding and permits; develop-
ing construction plans and finally up-
grading the current wastewater treat-
ment facility and constructing the out-
fall. Putting the new ocean outfall
online on or before December 31, 2014

will meet the deadline prescribed in a
consent order to remove the discharge
from the Lewes-Rehoboth Canal. The
cost of the project, estimated to be in
the ballpark of $30 million is to be
borne by the system users, Rehoboth
proper customers as well as those of
Dewey Beach, Henlopen Acres and
North Shores. You may have noticed a
10% surcharge on your sewer bills.
The surcharge monies are set aside by
the City to specifically to accumulate
funds to pay for this expensive and
necessary project.

COMPREHENSIVE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
(CDP)

The state mandated 5-year review of
the CDP is ongoing. The Planning
Commission performed their review
and update of the document and have
passed it on to the Commissioners for
their review as the next step in moving
toward adoption of the new CDP. The
Commissioners will hold their discus-
sion on the proposed revisions in a
special workshop meeting on Saturday,
March 20 at 9:00 AM at city hall.

BULK PICKUP

The City will hold its annual cleanup
from April 19 — 30. Cleanup is for
discarded items other than household
trash. CONSTRUCTION MATERI-
ALS, TIRES AND OIL-BASED
PAINT WILL NOT BE PICKED UP.

City crews will begin cleanup on the
south side of Rehoboth Avenue start-
ing with the Lake Drive area during
the week of April 19 — 23. The north
side of Rehoboth Avenue including the
Schoolvue area, will be picked up
starting with Henlopen Avenue during
the week of April 26 — 30. The City
Manager stresses that those residents
discarding items during the designated
weeks should do so in a safe manner.
City employees will not be authorized
to go back into such areas once pickup
is completed. All residents are urged
to have their discarded items at the
curb during the designated week.



COMMUNITY CALENDAR 2010

March

12 Planning Commission
Meeting, 6 PM. City Hall

26 S0 me
Movies at Midway. RBFS
645-9095,
www.rehobothfilm.com

13 Chinese Auction. Fundraiser 26 Refresher Defensive

for RB Volunteer Fire Co.
Rehoboth Avenue. Doors
open at 6 PM. Auction at
7 PM RBVFCo 227-8400
13-14 Polar Bear Weekend!
Polar Bear Plunge off the
Boardwalk at Delaware
Ave. to benefit Special
Olympics. 5K Run, Chili
Contest, Ice Sculpting &
more! www.PlungeDe.org
or 302-831-3480
18-21 Fiddler on the Roof
musical with a cast of 40 by
Clear Space Productions
and Cape Henlopen High
School’s Theatre Arts Acad-
emy students.
clearspeaceproductions.org
19 Commissioners Meeting,
7 PM City Hall
19 Hands of Harvest.
Movies at Midway. 7PM.
RBFS 645-9095,
www.rehobothfilm.com
20 Commissioners’ Special
CDP Workshop. 9 AM. City
Hall
20 Spaghetti Dinner & Chinese
Auction. 4—7 PM. Cape
Henlopen Senior Center. $8.
227-2055
www.capehenlopensenior-
center.org
Merchant’s Attic Garage
Sale. States largest indoor
garage sale, 9-1 PM. RB
Convention Center. Penny
admission. RB-DBCC,
www.beach-fun.com

RBHA Board Meeting 8 AM
CAMP Rehoboth Commu-
nity Center, Baltimore Av.
All are welcome
Beach Grass Planting in
Rehoboth with the RBHA.
To follow RBHA Board
Meeting at approx. 9 AM

25 AUCE Pancake & Sausage
Breakfast, 8:30-11:30 AM.
$5.227-2055
Cape Henlopen Senior Ctr.

21

Driving Class sponsored by
Cape Henlopen Senior Cen-
ter, 227-2055

26-28 Writers at the Beach:
Pure Sea Glass. Writing
conference featuring over
30 nationally-known au-
thors, agents, editors
wwwwritersatthebeach.com

27-28 13th Annual Home &
Land Expo. Free. RB Con-
vention Center. Saturday 9-
6; Sunday 1-4. Over 50
exhibitors: Realtors, build-
ers, home service compa-
nies. Benefits Habitat for
Humanity. Sponsored by
RehobothToday.com,
LewesToday.com, the Cape
Gazette newspaper and
Comcast Spotlight. Informa-
tion 302-645-0225

April

2 Commissioners Workshop,
9 AM. City Hall.

9 Planning Commission
Meeting, 6 PM. City Hall.

9 Reverse Raffle Fundraiser.

VIA Clubhouse 7-9 PM.
www.rehobothbeachvia.or
g227-1631

16 Commissioners Meeting,

7 PM City Hall.

16 Estamos Aqui movie. 7PM.
Movies at Midway, RBFS
645-9095,
www.rehobothfilm.com

17 City refuse pickup returns to
twice weekly schedule

@RBHA Board Meeting.
Al'l Saintsd
Church, Olive Ave.
All are Welcome
RBHA General Membership
Meeting. 10 AM. All Saints
Episcopal Church. Guest
Speaker: Mayor Cooper

19—23 Bulk refuse pickup—
south sections of city.
227-6181

26—30 Bulk refuse pickup—

Mot H/@M.d s nbrih sections of city plus

Schoolvue. 227-6181

26 Free seminar on Delaware
Coast Sea Glass and Ship-
wrecks. Presentation, Q&A.
Bring your sea glass.
Cape Henlopen Senior Cen-
ter, 227-2055Cape
Henlopen Senior Ctr.

26 Board of Adjustment,
7 PM City Hall

30 — May 30 37th Annual
Members Craft Show.
Rehoboth Art League

May

7 Commissioners Workshop,
9 AM. City Hall

7-9 Downtown Rehoboth Plein
Air PAINT-OUT. Over 20
painters set up easels and
paint outdoor sights. Art for
sale. Presented by RB Main
Street 227-2772 and the
Rehoboth Art League

12 VIA Spring Luncheon for
members only. Kings Creek
Country Club. 227-1631

14 Planning Commission
Meeting, 6 PM. City Hall

@RBHA Board Meeting 9 AM
Al | Saintsbd
Church. Olive Avenue.
All are welcome

15 RB Historical Society
SPRING LUNCHEON.
Program by Dan Griffith:
“Captain John & Sarah
Avery: Pioneers of Dela-
ware’s Frontier.” Plus
Hall of Fame Award.
Reservations required.
RBHS 227-7310
Commissioners Meeting,
7 PM City Hall

i scompal
%1p Memorial rE)ay

21

Check out CAMP Rehoboth
happenings at
www.camprehoboth.com

You are Invited!

RBHA General
Membership
Meeting

April 17, 2010
10:00 AM
All Saintsé

Church, Olive Ave.
All are Welcome

Guest Speaker:
Mayor Sam Cooper

Reho@fil Beach

PUBLIC LIBRARY

: Hours :
: Monday 10am-8pm .
¢ Tuesday  10am-8pm
. Wednesday 10am-8pm ¢
:  Thursday 10am-5pm
«  Friday 10am-5pm s
+ Saturda 1Qam-3pm ¢
%E P gurslda(fy26 P éN(i)on-4pm
gwww.rehobothlibrary.org
227-8044 :

All activity dates & times are
subject to change and to author
error. Check with venue.

City Hall Office

Hours
Mon-Fri 8:30 — 4:40

June-July-August
Administrative Offices
Open every Saturday
8:30 AM — Noon

September 6 May
Administrative Offices
Open first Saturday
of each month
8:30 AM—Noon

Phone (302) 227-6181

www.cityofrehoboth.com

Epi



City Meeting News

Summary highlights from meetings

of the Board of Commissioners, Board of Adjustment, Planning Commission and Committees

Notes recorded are by RBHA volunteers who attended the meetings.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HIGHLIGHTS

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
November 20, 2009 Regular Meeting

The Board of Commissioners’ November regular meeting
addressed several ongoing issues and several hearings.
Commissioners Barbour and McGuiness were absent.

Following the approval of minutes from 6 previous meet-
ings and the Police and Volunteer Fire Department reports,
the Commissioners held a Permit of Compliance Hearing
for new restaurant, the Henlopen City Oyster House, to be
located on Wilmington Avenue at the site of the former
Celsius Restaurant. The permit was granted by a unani-
mous vote of the Commissioners. There was a Public
Hearing and consideration of an Ordinance amending
Chapter 270, subsection 270-20(B), of the City Code to
clarify that setbacks are only required in commercial zon-
ing districts where less than a 10 foot setback is required.
This was adopted.

Under Old Business there was discussion concerning the
process for Commissioners to select a wastewater alterna-
tive following the November 7™ Public Hearing. Commis-
sioners decided that there were two dates available when all
Commissioners could be present and that the vote would be
taken when all Commissioners were present. Then the
Board considered the next steps in addressing the construc-

tion of missing or discontinuous sidewalks. It was decided
to table the subject for an indefinite period of time, but to
leave it as a part of the CDP.

The Commissioners rejected all of the bids for upgrading
the Convention Center’s air conditioning system because
they all exceeded the amount allotted in the budget.

No appointments to City Committees were made. The City
Manager addressed the storm damage issue at some length.
The Boardwalk reconstruction project was also updated. In
addition, there was a discussion about the City’s current
financial situation and potential new revenue sources. Stan
Mills noted that zoning issues for the Rehoboth Elementary
School property still need to be addressed.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HIGHLIGHTS

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING
September 28, 2009 Meeting

On Monday evening, September 28, the Board of Adjust-
ment heard a request from owners on Sussex Street who
needed a variance to correct a building error which caused
one side of their house to intrude into the side setback by a
few inches. They feared that they could not convey a clear
title if they sold. After the Board’s examination of all the
factors, the vote was 3 to 0 in favor of granting the variance
based on the absence of any harm to the neighbors and the
hardship involved in refiguring the side of the house.

{\f;;
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Trees: Another
Look

At the Homeowners’ October
2009 General Membership
Meeting the City’s Tree Ordi-
nance took center stage.
Guest speakers Bryan Hall,
Office of State Planning and
Coordination, and Terri Sulli-

van, the City's Chief Building
Inspector, made presentations
on trees and the City’s ordi-
nance. Mr. Hall described the
State's "Big Tree" program,
discussed the characteristics
of a big tree, and explained
what makes some trees
"historic" trees. Ms. Sullivan
summarized the development
of the City tree ordinance and
discussed several aspects of
the code.

Their presentations were fol-
lowed by a lively Q&A ses-
sion that included questions
about the practices of utility
companies in trimming trees.
A number of the issues raised

are worth further considera-
tion. Let’s take a closer look
at these topics.

After Bryan Hall’s description
of the State’s “Big Tree” pro-

gram, RBHA members had
questions about how it might
work in Rehoboth Beach.
The concept encourages the
planting of species that have
three characteristics: height,
crown spread, and girth. Ex-
amples include American
Beach and Elm, Yellow Pop-
lar, a variety of Firs, Oaks—
Red and White, and Maples.
Many of these trees have
heights over 100 feet at ma-
turity with proportionate

spread and girth.

The program also stresses the
right tree for the right place.
Mr. Hall described how plant-
ings can affect street sight
lines and encourage or dis-
courage pedestrians. As an
example, he cited the use of
hawthorne trees in Dewey
Beach, a thorny deterrent to
partiers in public places. He
also discussed the impedi-
ments of salt environments,
especially to plantings in the
first beach block. Mr. Hall
also encouraged the replace-
ment of trees that were previ-
ously successful with the
same species.




Rehoboth Beach MAIN STREET: Think Downtown!

In the event you’re not aware, Rehoboth Beach Main
Street, Inc., is a non-profit organization committed to
preserving our unique seaside community while creating
a vital, successful downtown Rehoboth Beach for resi-
dents, merchants and visitors. Here are some of RBMS’
ongoing programs to bolster economic enterprise and
encourage citizen support for our downtown.

e Main Street’s hallmark event is the Fourth of July
Fireworks celebration.

e Other annual events like the Community Unity
Dinner, Chocolate Festival, Mardi Gras, the
Cottage & Town Awards, Discount Coupon
Book, and Restaurant Week grow in popularity
every year.

e The RBMS Web Site is great for tourism & locals!

e RBMS assists with new signs and enhanced
building fagades to spruce up downtown.

e Downtown Gift Certificates bring money down-
town and keep it in our local economy.

As always, our motto is THINK DOWN-
TOWN. Think downtown for shopping and dining —
order flowers, buy a book, get a haircut, mail a package
or give a gift from a locally owned store. Shopping with
our independent businesses keeps the money spent
downtown in our local economy. Squandering your
money on the big box stores and national chains on the
highway means the economic benefit probably will not
even remain in Delaware. Shopping downtown really
helps!

Rehoboth Beach Main Street and Nicola Pizza presented
the Community Unity Dinner held on December 6,
2009, at the Rehoboth Beach Convention Center. The
Community Unity Dinner is a Rehoboth tradition, with
an all-you-can-eat feast, live holiday music, Santa Claus,
plus face-painting for the kids. Dozens of Rehoboth
Beach organizations, many wonderful merchants and a
delightful cross-section of our diverse community come
together to produce and enjoy this event.

In addition, Main Street celebrates its Citizen of the
Year. For 2009 the Board of Directors selected Bette
Gallo, whose love of Rehoboth Beach, hard work and
generosity have been instrumental in the evolution of
Rehoboth Beach — both as a resort and a wonderful
hometown. Bette Gallo was very proud to be asked to be
an original member of the Board of Directors of
Rehoboth Beach Main Street in 1995. She served as

Treasurer for several years and had been an active board
member up until April of this year. She has played an
active role in the community for over 30 years.

You love Rehoboth Beach, and we know it. The na-
tional economy is taking its toll; we know that,
too. But, did you know the State has cut RBMS fund-
ing by thousands of dollars for 2010? We are working
hard to keep visitors and locals shopping, dining and
coming downtown. The downtown needs its friends now
more than ever; and, simply stated, we need your help.

That’s why we’re working on a campaign we call
Friends of Main Street. With your support we can
keep up our programs to bring visitors and locals down-
town for shopping and dining. We are trying to do more
with less but it’s a tough battle.

Support downtown Rehoboth Beach: Become a Friend
of Rehoboth Beach Main Street. Please assist RBMS at
whatever level you can.

e Friend of Main Street — tax-deductible $35 (or
more) and you get our summer coupon book.

e Individual Member - tax-deductible $175 with
newsletters, Annual Meeting invite, e-mail hot-
line (if requested) and coupon book. Businesses
and individuals welcome!

e Donor — Any tax-deductible gift over $175 will
help Main Street continue its work by support-
ing our annual fund — plus you’ll get member
benefits and more. You can do this to recognize
a special occasion, honor someone, or for what-
ever you wish. We can use the help to continue
our work!

If you are interested in supporting Rehoboth Beach
Main Street, please mail a donation to:

RBMS, PO BOX 50, REHOBOTH BEACH, DE 19971,

or call us at 302-227-2772 and donate by credit
card. Checks should be made payable to Rehoboth
Beach Main Street.

Your support will allow Rehoboth Beach Main Street to
accomplish even more in the coming year to protect
your downtown. Let’s keep downtown looking good and
economically healthy.

For more information on Rehoboth Beach Main Street,
please see www.downtownrehoboth.com, e-mail
info@downtownrehoboth.com, or call 302-227-2772.




REHOBOTH BEACH

HOMEOWNERSG®G ASSOCI ATI ON
P.O. BOX 41

Please Join Us. Beach
Grass Planting March 20.
Details inside!

Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association Newsletter

RBHA Calendar 2010

Saturday, January 16 Saturday, May 15 Saturday, September 25
9 AM Board Meeting 9AM Board Meeting 8 AM Board Meeting

Saturday, February 13 All Saints” Church All Saints’ Church
9 AM Board Meeting Coastal Cleanup to follow.

Saturday, June 19
Saturday, March 20 8 AM Board Meeting Saturday, October 16
8AM Board Meeting All Saints’ Church 9 AM Board Meeting

CAMP Rehoboth . )
Beach Cleanup and Grass Planting Friday, July 16 (Tentative Date)
to follow about 9:00 AM Meet the CandidateNlight
Saturday, April 17 Location to be announced. Saturday, November 20
9 AM Board Meeting 2 AM Board Meeting
10 AM General Membership Meeting Saturday, Auqust 21 CAMP Rehoboth
All Saints’ Church § AM Board Mecting —
All Saints’ Church No meetings in December.

10 AM Annual Membership Meeting
CAMP Rehoboth

All meetings are open to the public. CAMP Reholfiot h:




