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Rehoboth Beach 
Homeowners’ Association 

February 2009   Incorporated 1971 

Pres identÕs Message  

It is hard to imagine that we are into another 
year.  I never understood how my parents could 
talk about the years flying by and yet, here I am 
talking about how the year has flown by.  Must 
have something to do with getting older and 
wiser? 
 
The Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association 
has had a very interesting year.  As you know, 
we put out a call for more involvement from 
members and existing Board members. I must 
admit that I was more than a little concerned 
about where the organization was heading and 
even feared that we would have to dissolve.  I 
hated to think that since I KNOW this organiza-
tion serves as a very valuable conduit for infor-
mation and advocacy for the homeowners of 
Rehoboth.  I am so happy to report that some 
new people have stepped forward, current Board 
members have agreed to work on various items, 
and some long time members and past Board 
members stepped up too.  As of this writing, we 
have a full board, active committees, a great 
reporting mechanism for city meetings and a 
renewed effort to keep the information flowing 
to our members.  In the very near future, we will 
announce the re-launch of the web site.  In addi-
tion, some new and old faces have stepped for-
ward to keep the newsletter going and we will be 
even more active in sending the email postings 
to all our members. 
 
In 2008, we planted beach grass, volunteered 
at the community unity dinner, donated $500 to 
the Historical Society, donated $750 to VIA 
(Village Improvement Association), donated 
$750 to Epworth United Methodist Church for 
assistance in paying for the foreign students’ 
breakfasts, were designated a DNREC Adopt - 
A-Beach participant for a half mile of the beach 
for us to cleanup twice a year, participated in 
many city meetings, held a series of workshops 
on the wastewater disposal issue, held a public 
meeting on the status of the Boardwalk rebuild-
ing process, sponsored a “Meet the Candidates” 

night, published  four newsletters, and held at 
least ten board meetings.  We have been busy! 
 
We will be busier in 2009 as more and more 
issues face the residents of the city.  Major items 
will need to be decided by the commissioners in 
the coming months and our goal is to not only 
make sure you know what is going on but also 
advocate and take positions on various items that 
will come before the commissioners for a vote.  
Items like wastewater disposal, the completion 
of the city hall complex/public safety building, 
the Boardwalk renovation, various zoning and 
code issues, the Comprehensive Development 
Plan put forward by the Planning Commission, 
and MANY unknown items all will be on the 
agenda for 2009.  With the state of the economy, 
managing the city and paying for all the poten-
tial items will affect each and every one of us.  
We want to be sure that you are kept up to date 
on these important items.  We will continue to 
send the email messages a few times a month 
and will publish at least four newsletters and re-
launch the web site, all to continue to communi-
cate with you.  As a past part time resident, I 
know how hard it was to get information and 
keep informed about current issues.  You have 
told us repeatedly that you want us to do that for 
you and we will.  By the way, if you have not 
given us your email address and want to be 
added to the email list, please contact any board 
member or email me at  llkauffman@verizon.net 
or the RBHA at  info@rbhomeowners.com  to 
be added.  We will be happy to do so. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
                                                     
                                                       
                                                                 
 
             
                Linda Kauffman, RBHA President  
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This newsletter is published by 
the RBHA four  times a year as 
an informational and educa-
tional tool for its members.  
Content is determined by the 
Communication Committee  
with guidance from the Board.  
Contributors include RBHA 
staff and other members of the 
community. 
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Summary of RBHA Meetings  

November 15, 2008 
 

The RBHA Board of Directors met to discuss its future.  It 
decided to press on!  There was no agenda, but steps were 
taken that hold considerable promise for the future.  Linda 
Kauffman agreed to remain as President.  Elaine Boyle will 
also continue as Secretary.  The Board approved President 
Kauffman’s selection of Hoyte Decker to fill a vacant Director 
position; he will serve as Vice President.  Marcia Maldeis will 
take over responsibilities of Treasurer.  Other Directors are 
Greg Gause, Judy Mellen, Alan O’Leary, Howard Butler and 
newcomer Charlie Browne, who was elected at the October 
General Meeting.  All of the Directors—both old and new—
are committed to reinvigorating this 36 year-old organization. 
 
The Board discussed revitalizing its Newsletter, Website, and 
email communication system.  There was also a new idea con-
sidered for future events.  A series of meetings featuring City 
Commissioners will feature Q & A to permit officials to offer 
in depth presentation of important issues as well as allowing 
the public the opportunity to get answers to questions of con-
cern to them.  

December 13, 2008 
 

The RBHA Board of Directors met to discuss several impor-
tant issues, including, wastewater, a speakers schedule for 
2009, and presentation of the 2009 calendar.  Marcia Maldeis 
who took over responsibilities as Treasurer reported bank bal-
ances totaled $10,893 for November, 2008.  Then, donning her 
hat as Membership Chair she announced that there are cur-
rently 447 members.  During the Business portion of the meet-
ing a meaningful discussion of the wastewater issue was held.  
The Board first decided to take a position on the matter and 
present its position to the Board of Commissioners.  Then a 
motion to take a specific position was deliberated.  However, 
after discussion, the motion was tabled, pending the develop-
ment of more specific financial information on the wastewater 
issue including determination of future user fees.   

 

January  17, 2009 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Total in accounts: $10,487.56.  Based on 
our balance $1500 is available for donations in 2009. It was 
noted that $500 was due to be donated to the Historical Society 
in 2009. Judy Mellen authored and the Board approved a 
financial policy to guide the Treasurer and organization. 
Old Business: Greg Gause reported that all was in place for a 
plaque to be placed in recognition of Jay Smith, a past RBHA 
President. He has yet to consult with Mrs. Smith for approval 
as to where the plaque is to be placed. 
Waste Water: Linda Kauffman summarized the City’s Options 
as being Ocean Outfall and Spray Irrigation.  Based on our 
survey of the members 67% were in favor of Spray Irrigation. 
After considerable discussion it was felt that before the Board 
could take a position on the subject more information was 
needed. The cost to the homeowners could be considerable and 
it was felt that they needed to be informed. The Board moved 
that Linda Kauffman would address the matter at the next 
Commissioners Meeting specifying answers to the following 
questions.  1. What is next step forward?  2. In view of many  

 

Continued next column. 

 

WHY BOTHER? 
 

 Why bother becoming involved in the Rehoboth Beach Home-
owners' Association?  After all, you pay your membership dues 
each year; you may even read the newsletter and the emails, and 
click on to the web site now and then, and you vote.   Isn't that 
enough? 
 

Well, actually not!  This town that we have chosen to call our 
home, whether full time or part time, needs us.  It needs our 
input and our attention; it needs our advice and our talents.  This 
very nice town needs us to help it continue to be a really great 
place to live.  And the Rehoboth Beach Homeowners' Associa-
tion is a good place to start. 
 

Most of us are not going to run for office, or even put our names 
forward for boards, committees and commissions, as important 
as they are.  But the great thing is that we can help in much 
smaller ways through the Rehoboth Beach  Homeowners' Asso-
ciation which is set up to serve the members and assist them in 
being better citizens of Rehoboth Beach through information 
and participation..  
 

There are several ways you can become involved:  you can 
work with a committee, help with mailings, assist with the 
newsletter and web site, and of course, you can join the Board!  
 That's pretty much how I got involved:  I decided that if I was 
going to live here (still only part-time) I needed to understand 
how things worked.  So I volunteered to join the Finance Com-
mittee, which met twice in a year.  Now, I could handle that! 
Before I knew it, I was really interested and became further in-
volved; then I found myself on the Board with bright, interest-
ing people who cared about Rehoboth and wanted to keep it a 
great place.  I have never been sorry. 
 

So I urge you to get involved to whatever degree you 
wish:  help Marcia with mailings, give Hoyte a hand with the 
newsletter, or just come to a Board meeting and see what's go-
ing on. If you decide you like what you see and hear, you can 
become involved to whatever extent works for you.  If we are 
anything, it's flexible! 
 
 Why bother?  You'll be glad you did. 
                                                                    —  Judy Mellen     

states reversing their method (namely Florida being most recent) 
why would we go for Ocean Outfall? 3. When we have all info 
re actual cost will you consider a referendum? 4. Will they re-
quest RFP for both? 
New Business: President Kauffman spoke about her research on 
additional parking behind the Fire House. Properly configured it 
would bring additional $46,000 to City’s Income. However there 
has been no meeting of the Parking Committee since the   
appointment of Dennis Barbour as head of that committee 
replacing Ron Patterson. The Board requested that Linda go to 
the Budget Committee and present her research as a means of 
increased income for City. 
Speaker for April General Membership Meeting  — Dr. Preston 
Littleton, Chair, Planning Commission  will be asked to attend 
the April 18 General Membership Meeting and present  pro-
posed updates to the CDP.  (He accepted the invitation.  See 
related article on CDP on pages 8-9.) 
 



    

 
 

REHOBOTH   &  WASTEWATER   
Ð  

WHAT IS ALL THE FUSS ABOUT? 
 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Rehoboth Beach currently legally discharges 
its treated wastewater into the Lewes/Rehoboth Canal.  
The city has been given a deadline via a court order to 
cease this discharge process by December 31, 2014.  The 
City needs to react as quickly as possible since the permit-
ting process alone can take several years. 
 
The engineering firm  of Stearns and Wheeler who was 
hired by the City for this project, issued a report in August 
2005  that identified at the time, what it concluded was the 
most cost effective manner and technically feasible plan to 
comply with the requirement.  In 2005, Ocean outfall was 
their recommended approach.  (This is a method that 
pumps the treated wastewater into the ocean). 
 
Since that report, several alternatives to achieve compli-
ance through land-based application have been presented 
to the city specifically by the discharge of treated waste-
water onto  land by spray irrigation.  Both the ocean out-
fall and spray irrigation methods of alternate discharge are 
still currently being evaluated by the City as a solution that 
would serve both the City and portions of Sussex County.  
However, there has been much controversy and disagree-
ment surrounding the land based alternatives.  Rehoboth 
can contract with an outside vendor to discharge treated 
wastewater on the vendor’s lands or can partner with Sus-
sex County by sending Rehoboth’s treated wastewater to a 
county facility for discharge. In all these scenarios, the 
county will pay their portion of the associated costs.  In 
the earlier scenario with ocean outfall there was the possi-
bility of the county disposing of a greater percentage of 
the county’s wastewater through Rehoboth’s ocean outfall 
and so they would have to have paid a much larger por-
tion. Sussex County council voted to not partner with 
Rehoboth on the ocean outfall for the purposes of dis-
charging additional county wastewater, but rather opted to 
expand their own spray irrigation facility. 
 
All solutions deal with a very high quality of treated 
wastewater which we’ll refer to as “effluent.”  Studies 
have shown that placing effluent into the ocean can be 
environmentally safe.  Ocean outfall discharges effluent 
into the ocean a “safe” distance off shore. In the case of 
Rehoboth, this will be a little over a mile off shore. Spray 
irrigation as its name implies, sprays  effluent onto the soil 
as potential irrigation water for farmers.  Both methods  
 

Continued next page. 

 

RBHA UNDERWRITES  

                        VIA  CENTENNIAL BOOKLET 
 

The following is the text of a press release issued by the  
Village Improvement Association on November 5, 2008: 

 

The Village Improvement Association (VIA), a non-profit 
charitable organization, accepted a generous $750 grant from 
the Rehoboth Beach Homeowners Association (RBHA).  VIA 
President Pam Blessinger said,  “This gift will underwrite the 
entire cost of publishing the VIA Centennial booklet, which 
will be a  compilation of our dedicated and continued service 
to Rehoboth Beach and its surrounds.  It will also speak to the 
rich history, both in print and photo and will be a reminder to 
those who read this history now, and to those who follow, of 
the great work done through the course of 100 years by area 
women purely with love of our community.   With the very 
generous support of the Rehoboth Beach Homeowners Asso-
ciation we will now be able to create a beautiful booklet.” 
 

VIA member and RBHA Secretary Elaine Boyle stated, “In 
the spirit of community, together our organizations have, and 
still do, serve all of the residents and visitors to our shores and 
we will both continue to enrich and enhance the excellent 
quality of life here.  We are very pleased to offer our support 
to VIA in this endeavor.”  RBHA President Linda Kauffman 
acknowledged it was through the efforts of Secretary Boyle 
that the Centennial Booklet came to her attention and received 
unanimous approval of the RBHA Board. 
 

For additional information about the Village Improvement 
Association please call President Blessinger at 302-947-4594. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rehoboth Beach Homeowners Association   Secretary 
Elaine Boyle (left) presents RBHA check to VIA 
Treasurer Suzanne Jones for exclusive underwriting of 
the upcoming VIA Centennial booklet. 

 

NEWSLETTERS BY EMAIL ! 
 

Want to save a tree?  And save RBHA 42 cents?  More than 20 
members have already elected to receive their Newsletter via the 
Internet.  The electronic editions are distributed in pdf format, 
which among other advantages allows you to see pictures in full 
color!  Send your email address to info@rbhomeowners.com 
and we’ll add you to our list.  You will also receive periodic 
“RBHA News” emails with informative reports about RBHA 
meetings, City meetings and other community happenings sure 
to be of interest to you. 



    

 
Wastewater, continued from previous page. 
 

have their positive and negative issues and both methods 
have supporters and detractors. 
 
The Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association has led the 
effort to get the information out to the residents.  We have 
hosted several meetings and presented all sides of the issue.  
RBHA has remained impartial in our approach and has 
worked diligently to be a source of information for home-
owners.  The change from existing discharge method to 
new alternative will be a costly endeavor for the City and 
the RBHA Board of Directors has tried to make sure as 
much information as possible has been presented to ensure 
that a decision is made based on all the facts and what is 
best for the citizens of the city. 
 
PROGRESS TO DATE: 
 
As you may recall, the RBHA conducted an informal sur-
vey asking what discharge method its members preferred 
based on the knowledge level that the member had at the 
time of the request.  62% responded that they prefer spray 
irrigation.  The results of this were presented to the City 
Commissioners with a copy of the survey attached and a 
letter urging the commissioners to take the results of the 
survey into consideration when making their selection.  To 
date, the Mayor has not addressed the survey at a meeting 
level. 
 
Since the RBHA survey, Commissioner Mills organized an 
effort to have a variety of speakers present various aspects 
of the options to the Commissioners at their workshop and 
regular public meetings, including hosting a special waste-
water workshop in November. 
 
The City solicited a Request for Proposal (RFP) for costs 
associated with an outside vendor (not the County) provid-
ing discharge by the Spray Irrigation method.  One submit-
tal was received by the city but it was deemed to be not 
responsive.  To date, no public comment has been made on 
the response to the RFP except to say that there were no 
responsive submittals received. This has become a very 
contentious issue and has left many wondering if the proc-
ess the city embarked upon was flawed. 
 
The City also asked for an ESTIMATE for the Ocean Out-
fall process.  Some residents questioned why an estimate 
was asked for the one process (ocean outfall) and an exact 
cost requested for the other option (spray irrigation).  The 
explanation had to do with the unknown factors for one 
process over the other but was not further described ade-
quately to some in the audience.  Several people questioned 
using price as criteria for evaluation since one was a quoted 
price and one was an estimate.  The point became moot 
when the City rejected the only submission for spray irriga-
tion by a private vendor but should resurface if and when 
the City gets pricing for a discharge method in which the 

City would partner with Sussex County using spray irriga-
tion. 
 
As it stands today, the City has an estimate of over $35 mil-
lion for the Ocean Outfall method.  This cost would be the 
responsibility of all property owners and would be paid for 
over many years in the form of user fees.  Under one esti-
mate given at a recent commissioners meeting, using a re-
volving loan fund for approximately $36 million from the 
state, the costs could be spread out over a 20 year debt ser-
vice schedule and would cost approximately $1,175 a year 
per user for sewer fees.  The same estimate noted that cur-
rent fees average $344. 
 
There is another option for discharge by spray irrigation 
that the city is investigating.  It involves partnering with the 
county for a spray irrigation solution.  At the December 
2008 Commissioners meeting, there was some contentious 
discussion about the issue.  Commissioner Mills presented 
a PowerPoint presentation that outlined the viable options 
that still exist and a list of steps that he felt were needed to 
get this to a conclusion.  Those steps were to: 
 

!" Pursue true costs for each option. 
!" Determine User fees based on these costs and the cost 

of borrowing the needed funds for each option. 
!" Identify the funding options 
!" Debate the merits of each discharge alternative. 

 
There was NO discussion at the meeting on these steps and 
it was unclear if the City was going to pursue these steps. 
 
A full listing of the meetings that have been conducted by 
the city on this topic, the agendas for those meetings, the 
minutes of the meetings and all the Powerpoint presenta-
tions and handouts can be found at the following link:  
http://www.cityofrehoboth.com/ongobus.html 
 
So where does this leave the citizens of the city?  If you 
have any interest in this issue and its outcome, the RBHA 
strongly urges you to get involved.  What can you do?  
Contact the Commissioners, write a letter, attend a meeting, 
ask questions and get involved.  This is a major issue that 
affects residents both environmentally and financially.  
This issue will be decided in the next few months and any-
one that has an interest needs to let our elected officials 
know how they feel. 
 
In the meantime your RBHA Board of Directors will be 
discussing and debating the issues and will be conveying its 
thoughts, on your behalf, to the City Commissioners.  We 
invite your direct input as well – you might copy us on cor-
respondence to the Commissioners or write us direct. 
 

*    *    * 
A copy of the RBHA survey with results and the accompa-
nying request letter is on the next page. 



    

 

 
 
BACKGROUND : 
 
The City of Rehoboth Beach currently discharges its treated 
wastewater into the Lewes/Rehoboth Canal.  The city has been 
given a deadline via a court order to cease this discharge process 
by 2014.  The city needs to react as quickly as possible since the 
permitting process alone can take several years. 
 
The Engineering Firm of Stearns and Wheler who was hired by 
the city for this project, issued a report in 2004 that identified at 
the time, that the most cost effective manner and technically 
feasible plan to comply with the requirement.  In 2004, Ocean 
outfall was the recommended approach.  (This is a method that 
pumps the treated wastewater into the ocean). 
 
Since that report, several alternatives to achieve compliance 
through land-based application have been presented to the city.  
(This method would discharge the treated wastewater onto the 
land by spray irrigation).  Both methods are currently being 
evaluated as a solution that would serve both the city and por-
tions of Sussex County.  A regional solution would allow the 
city to share the costs associated with this process. 
 
Both solutions deal with a very high quality of treated wastewa-
ter.  Studies have shown that placing effluent into the ocean is 
environmentally safe.  Ocean outfall discharges effluent into the 
ocean a mile off shore.  Spray irrigation places effluent into the 
soil as potential irrigation water for farmers.  Both methods have 
their positive and negative issues and both methods have sup-
porters and detractors. 
 
The Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association has led the ef-
fort to get the information out to the residents.  We have hosted 
several meetings and presented all sides of the issue.  RBHA has 
remained impartial in our approach and have worked diligently 
to be a source of information for homeowners.  This will be a 
costly endeavor for the city and the Board of Directors has tried 
to make sure as much information as possible has been pre-
sented to ensure that a decision is made based on all the facts 
and what is best for the citizens of the city.   
 
PLEASE take a moment to fill out the short survey that is in-
cluded in this newsletter and send it to us. We need this response 
within two weeks of receiving this notice.   We will also be 
sending an email on this issue that will allow you to respond via 
email instead of mailing it.  We will tabulate the results and pre-
sent our findings to the Board of Commissioners.   
 
Thank you. 
 

Original Survey with responses noted. 
 
 

SURVEY:  
WASTEWATER DISC HARGE ALTERNATIVE  

 
Intended for members of  

Rehoboth Beach Homeowners Association only 
 

NAME:_____________________________________________ 
 

1.How important are environmental factors in your choice 
or solution? 

a.   Not important at all    0   0% 

b.  Slightly important    1   2% 

c.   Moderately important   5 10% 

d.  Very important  29 58% 
e.  Paramount  15 30% 
 

2.How important are cost considerations in your choice or 
solution? 

a.   Not important at all   1   2% 

b.  Slightly important    3   6% 

c.   Moderately important 13 26% 

d. Very important  29 58% 
e. Paramount     4  8% 
 

3.Which of the above is MORE important to you? 

a.   Environmental issues 19 38% 

b.  Cost Considerations   7 14% 

c.   Neither     1   2% 
d. BOTH equally  22 44% 
 

4.How have you learned about this issue? (Check all that 
apply) 

a.   RB Homeowners’ Ass’n  47   

b.  City of Rehoboth Beach 26 

c.   Newspaper  37 

d.  Radio     2 

e.   Word of Mouth  10 
f.  Other (please list)    0 
 

5.At this point in time with the knowledge you possess, 
which approach do you favor? 

a.   OCEAN OUTFALL 11 22% 
b.  SPRAY IRRIGATION 31 62% 
c. NO OPINION    7 14% 

 

Totals may not match as respondents  
did not answer all questions. 

 

 

Mayor Cooper requested the names of those that responded 
to the survey but the RBHA Board of Directors voted 
unanimously not to give that to the Mayor in order to pro-
tect the privacy of those that took the time to respond.   

 

This is a reprint of June 2008 so all readers  
can see the original survey request 



    

 

 

City News 
 

 Summary highlights from meetings  
of the Board of Commissioners, the Board of Adjustment and the Planning Commission 

 

Notes recorded are by RBHA volunteers who attended the meetings. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HIGHLIGHTS  
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
November 17, 2008 
 

The Board approved an expansion of Nicola's Pizza to a new total 
square footage of close to 14,000 sq. ft. Commissioners raised 
concerns relative to loss of two Rehoboth Avenue store fronts, 
loss of an existing alleyway, garbage disposal access and curb 
changes.  The permit request passed unanimously.  The City So-
licitor will research how the authorization to operate the expanded 
business might be limited to Nicolas and/or the Caggiano family. 
 

An extensive report on the viability of credit cards at the parking 
meters was given by City IT staff.  Losses from faulty equipment 
were detailed.  Credit card revenue totaled $110,000 in just half a 
season. Potential for doubling that income is likely, but costs, 
ongoing and long term, are considerable. 
 

An update on progress of the City building project at 306 
Rehoboth Avenue was given.. Plumbing and electrical are ap-
proved and the contractors claim the project will be complete by 
year's end.  Commissioner Mills expressed concern that discus-
sion of building usage has left the public domain. The City Man-
ager argued that changes in staff placement were his to make and 
that the changes were due to the fact that the Public Safety Build-
ing project is being re-studied and he had to decide where to allo-
cate cramped staff.  Commissioner Coluzzi questioned whether 
the Commissioners should be involved in day-to-day operations, 
arguing that their role should be focused on establishing policy. 
 

A number of appointments to City committees were made. Sev-
eral members of the public voiced disappointment that, despite 
his known experience, skills and interest, former Commissioner 
Patterson did not receive a committee assignment. 
 

Commissioner Mills pointed out that the code is inconsistent in 
defining whether residents alone are responsible for costs when 
sidewalks exceed 50% on a given neighborhood block and 
whether or not the remainder of the area must also have sidewalks. 
  

The owner of the building on lot 22, Rehoboth Avenue (Snyder’s 
Candy building), came to seek relief from the City on the ground 
rent he pays. While sympathy was expressed in these difficult 
economic times, Commissioner Kuhns stated that the City needs 
to assess comparable rents and that caution needs to be taken on 
long-term lease requests. Commissioner McGuiness volunteered 
to research the matter and report back at the December meeting. 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WORKSHOP 
December 1, 2008 
 

The Planning Commission recommendation for re-zoning the 
Canal/6th Streets area to residential only was discussed. Commis-
sioners Mills and Kuhns expressed a need to involve the CDP 
review process in this as well wanting information on what the 

Planning Commission's "vision" for the area.  Commissioners 
discussed resolving the problem of discontinuous sidewalks, 
blocks where sidewalks exist but have sections missing.  The 
precise nature of funding this work, and whether the city would 
participate in it, must be resolved. In a separate but related mat-
ter, the Building Inspector noted the problematic nature of defin-
ing a ‘sidewalk.’  Commissioners discussed the costs to the city 
to comply with the Freedom of Information Act requirements.  
The Board of Commissioners agreed that there is a need to re-
view the status of city owned properties. They are considerable, 
whether lots, facilities or parks. A policy on managing these 
properties is called for. 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
December 15, 2008 
 

The Board considered a resolution to advance a zoning change 
from C-1 toR-2 zoning district at Canal and Sixth streets.  Some 
felt the change was unfair, benefiting some property owners at 
the expense of others while others felt that the area should not 
accommodate further commercial development. The owner of the 
Canal Side Inn argued strenuously against the change.  The 
Board voted 4-2 to approve the resolution; Commissioners Mills 
and Kuhns opposed.  
 

The Planning Commission reported that it held another workshop 
on the Comprehensive Development Plan.  It expects to hold 
public hearings on this matter in late March or early April 2009. 
 

Mr. Terry Deputy from DNREC provided an overview of the 
application, approval, funding and implementation process for 
Rehoboth to obtain loans for its wastewater project.  
 

Commissioner Mills reviewed the various wastewater discharge 
options. Essentially, it is a question of ocean outfall versus spray 
irrigation with the County and either with or without a third party 
vendor involved. A discussion ensued as to the status of the exist-
ing ocean outfall proposal and why it has not been received, as 
well as why the city has not been more involved with the county 
on the spray irrigation alternatives.  
 

The Board determined to refine the list of city properties that will 
be required to install sidewalks.  Property owners may bear the 
cost and it is important that sufficient notice for public input be 
allowed.  Even though significant stretches of Lake Avenue do 
not meet the 50% threshold, safety concerns may dictate sidewalk 
installation in that area. 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WORKSHOP 
January 5, 2009 
 

There was some discussion about financing of discontinuous 
sidewalks.  Mayor Cooper, referencing the ADA issues and miss-
ing corners, said "I think this is clearly a place where the City 
could and probably should pay to do the corners."  Several other  

 

 
Continued next page. 



    

 
Commissioners expressed agreement with the Mayor's sugges-
tion.  The City Manager then advised that these corner cases 
should be separated from the previous list and be made a part of 
the budget process, which is about to start 
 

Wastewater was another ongoing matter considered as was a 
"whole new" Tree Ordinance offered by Commissioner Barbour.  
Considerable discussion ensued on a recommendation from the 
Planning Commission to enact a Site Plan Review Ordinance.  
Commissioners decided to further study the very complex subject 
and bring it up again for further discussion at the next Workshop.  
A spokesperson from the Planning Commission will be invited to 
participate in the discussions. 
 

The City Manager's report was full of useful news.  Mr. Ferrese 
has drafted the Budget.  He said "Revenues aren't coming in. 
Transfer taxes are down.  Building permits are down . . . I'm go-
ing to be honest with you; this budget is going to be a tight one."   
 

The City provides curbside recycling at no cost to property own-
ers.  Currently there are 991 users for which the City pays the 
Delaware Solid Waste Authority (DSWA) $1/pickup.  Effective 
April 1st the DSWA will increase the fee to $3/pickup and that 
rate will again increase in December 2009.  Mr. Ferrese said that 
there are waste haulers who would be interested in performing 
this task.  He has prepared a bid proposal that will be advertised 
soon.   Under the proposal the service would be provided once 
per week from the first Friday in May to the last Friday in Sep-
tember; in the off season pick ups would occur on Fridays, twice 
per month.  DSWA said the City could retain the bins it now 
uses; the selected hauler would provide additional bins, as 
needed.  A contract would run for three years with options for the 
fourth and fifth years.  Bids will be due back in mid February.   
 

Finally, in an effort to reduce expenses Mr. Ferrese reported he is 
taking a number of actions with an objective to trim the budget 
for each department an average of $5,000.  As a consequence this 
season's Bandstand concerts will be reduced from four to three 
days per week.  Thursdays will be eliminated with a resulting 
savings of as much as $10,000.  The Beach Patrol is seeking 
ways of cutting costs without reducing staffing.  
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
January 20, 2009 
 

To assist the Building Inspector in administering lot coverage 
cases, the Board enacted a provision in the Zoning Ordinance to 
define Sidewalks; the action was taken after a Public Hearing.  
The Board also issued a Permit of Compliance for a new restau-
rant on the Boardwalk at Wilmington Avenue.  The Green Turtle 
will be located on the second floor of the old Sunview Motel and 
will feature patio dining and views of the beach and Boardwalk 
through “glass walls,” which will open as weather permits. 
 

Commissioners held further discussions on the Wastewater issue. 
RBHA President Linda Kauffman asked if the estimate for the 
ocean outflow option was $36,000,000.  Mayor Cooper said that 
a response from the City engineer was expected soon, but he con-
ceded that figure was “in the ball park.”  The Mayor said the City 
expected a response soon from the County, including a price, for 
a spray irrigation option in partnership with the County.  Kauff-
man asked if the City would consider a referendum; the Mayor at 
first said, “I don’t know.”  But he later said that it could be possi-
ble, if there were firm costs for the options.  “I would never say 
no” the Mayor went on.  Commissioners McGuiness and Mills 

agreed that the City could consider it.  The Commissioners did 
not respond directly to the question about a “tiered” increase in 
rates for water/wastewater service over a 4-5 year period; how-
ever, it did stir up a lively exchange about the higher rates that 
are sure to face property owners soon. 
 

Regarding discontinuous sidewalks, the City decided to hold a 
hearing on March 16, 2009 at 7:00 pm in City Hall to receive 
public input on this sensitive matter.  In a brief discussion the 
Commissioners considered its options for a revised Comprehen-
sive Development Plan, including joint meetings with the Plan-
ning Commission and engaging the State Planning officials who 
are the next step in the approval process.   No decisions were 
made. 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HIGHLIGHTS  
 

November 24, 2008 
 

101 South Boardwalk.  A franchise restaurant, The Green Turtle, 
seeks to use the second floor of the vacated Sunview Motel.  Re-
lief was sought, because the total area exceeds current limits of 
5,000 sq. ft. There was some discussion of the utility of maintain-
ing the 5,000 sq. ft. limit in the code as the Board almost rou-
tinely grants exceptions it in commercial cases.  The Board 
agreed that the restaurant will be a unique use of a second floor 
space on the boardwalk with an ocean view. The vote was 5-0 to 
grant variance to allow exceeding the current 5,000 sq. ft limit.  
 

109 Country Club Drive.  This was a very interesting case in 
which the Board went contrary to its own precedents in order to 
better serve the "interests of the community." The petitioner 
sought a minor exception to basement height requirement in order to 
construct a new home on the sight.  Numerous complaints were 
made by neighbors who testified that the house has been poorly 
supervised rental and a bane to the neighborhood. In essence, the 
Board determined that they had no obligation to grant a variance, 
whatever their actions in prior cases. Vote was 4-1 to deny the 
application. 

 

TENNIS ANYONE ? 
 

Are you one of the many tennis addicts always 
looking for a place to play in or around town?  
If so, the look might be getting harder.  At the October 23, 2008 
meeting of the Cape Henlopen School District, Board of Educa-
tion, Board member Allan Redden reported that the tennis 
courts at Rehoboth Elementary School are in disrepair and con-
sideration may be given to paving the area for other uses, appar-
ently including additional parking.  While it is probably true [as 
reported in the Board meeting Minutes] that primary use is by 
the community, it is equally true that the courts are used as a 
play area by the school children before, during and after school.  
It would be a shame to loose this valuable resource for the com-
munity and the children.  The information taken from the Board 
meeting Minutes also indicates that there was contact with 
Rehoboth City officials about participation in a restoration ef-
fort.  City Manager Greg Ferrese said at a recent Commission-
ers meeting that he was the person contacted and he agreed that 
the courts are in demand and improvements are needed.  Mayor 
Cooper said that he would contact the School Board about the 
matter.  Maybe a letter to Messrs. Redden and/or Ferrese might 
be useful. 



    

 

BOARDWALK  RECONSTRUCTION 
PHASE ONE has completely removed 
the four block section from Rehoboth Ave-
nue south to Laurel Avenue and recon-
struction is well underway!  All of the 
nearly 400 new concrete pilings are in-
stalled; over half of the new concrete 
beams have been formed; over a quarter of 
the wood stringers/support system are in 
place and wood decking is being installed.  
All work is progressing from Rehoboth 
Avenue south and the contractor feels 
comfortable meeting the city’s timeline:  
reopening for pedestrians, joggers, bicy-
clists and shoppers from the centerline of 
the Boardwalk to the store fronts for Easter 
weekend with everything completed by 
mid- May. Surveying and engineering for 
future phases is already underway. 
 
CITY  ELECTIONS  
Do you vote in Rehoboth Beach elections?  
The actions taken by City administrators 
can affect the value of the significant prop-
erty investment you've made in our com-
munity.  It really makes sense to partici-
pate in the process.  Even if this is not your 
primary residence—where you regularly 
vote—you are eligible to vote in our City 
elections without affecting your voting 
status elsewhere.  Here are some of the 
basic facts you need to know about how to 
register and then how easy it is to exercise 
your voting privilege. 
 
First, the functions of administering City 
business is performed by a seven member 
Board of Commissioners, one of whom has 
the title of Mayor.  Not less than three of 
the Commissioners must be full time resi-
dents.  The Commissioner with the title of 
Mayor of the City of Rehoboth Beach shall 
also be a resident and shall have been 
domiciled in the City of Rehoboth Beach 
for a period of at least twelve months prior 
to the date of election. The other three 
Commissioners must either have the quali-
fications of a resident or be a freeholder of 
real estate located within The City, i.e., 
owns property. 
  
Elections are held annually on the first 
Saturday in the month of August at City 
Hall.  Polls are open from 10:00 am until 
6:00 pm.  Absentee voting is permitted as 
described below.  Two Commissioner po-
sitions are contested each year; the 

Mayor's seat is voted on every three years.  
Any qualified property owner [for at least 
six months and at least 18 years old], in-
cluding property owners who have filed a 
copy of an applicable trust document iden-
tifying a grantor/settler and trustee with the 
City, may register to vote. Registration is a 
one-time event, unless you do not vote in 
two consecutive annual City elections. 
You may register at the City Hall during 
regular business hours on any day until the 
close of business on the second Friday in 
June in any year.  This includes some Sat-
urdays; check with City Hall for specific 
dates. 
  
As a practical matter you can vote annually 
without ever having to be present.  Absen-
tee voting, which is subject to the provi-
sions of Title 15, Elections, of the State of 
Delaware Code, is a pain-free process.  
Registered voters may request an absentee 
ballot affidavit from City Hall (229 
Rehoboth Ave, PO Box 1163 Rehoboth 
Beach, DE 19971, 302.227.8161 or 
www.cityofrehoboth.com).  A completed 
affidavit must be filed by 12:00 noon the 
day before election day.  Upon the City's 
approval of your affidavit an absentee bal-
lot will be sent to you.  Because absentee 
ballots must be received before the polls 
close on election day, the City must mail 
the ballot to you at least four days before 
election day. 
  
Because this is such an important opportu-
nity for Homeowners and because the 
RBHA wants to ensure that you 
can find this information when you need it, 
we will be placing it on our updated web-
site in the near future. 
 

GO. CAUTION . STOP! By sum-
mer you might be delayed a few more min-
utes getting into town if you enter via 
Rehoboth Avenue extended.  DelDOT has 
started reconfiguring the intersection at 
Church Street to facilitate the installation 
of a new traffic light at this intersection. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE   
                     DEVELOPMENT  PLAN  
Early in Governor Minner’s first term an 
addition was made to the Delaware Code 
that established a new requirement for the 
State’s municipalities.  That requirement 
was to develop a Comprehensive Develop-

ment Plan (CDP) whose purpose was ”…
to encourage the most appropriate uses of 
the physical and fiscal resources of the 
municipality and the coordination of mu-
nicipal growth….”  As provided in the 
Delaware Code (22 Del. C. § 702), the 
CDP must be re-adopted every ten years 
with a review every five years.  The job of 
developing the CDP is given to the munici-
pality’s Planning Commission. The Board 
of Commissioners vote to approve the plan  
although final approval and certification of 
the CDP is in the hands of the Governor 
and the Governor’s designee, the Delaware 
State Planning Office.    
 
Requirements for the CDP’s content are 
rather limited and vague.  At a minimum, 
the document must include  “. . . a munici-
pal development strategy setting for the 
jurisdiction’s position on population and 
housing growth within the jurisdiction, 
expansion of its boundaries, development 
of adjacent areas, redevelopment potential, 
community character, and the general uses 
of land within the community, and critical 
community development and infrastructure 
issues.”  Additionally, if the CDP calls for 
any zoning changes, completion of such 
changes is required within eighteen months 
of the Plan’s adoption or any approved 
revisions to it.  While the Delaware Code 
gives the CDP the “force of law” and goes 
on to say that “. . . no development shall be 
permitted except as consistent with the 
plan . . .” no stated penalties exist for fail-
ure to comply.   
 
What does the CDP mean for Rehoboth 
Beach?  The Mayor and Commissioners 
approved the City’s first CDP on August 
18, 2003, after the Planning Commission 
had completed it.  The state approved it a 
year later on August 19, 2004.  That CDP 
went far beyond the basic requirements set 
by the State.  In the years that followed the 
City moved ahead; many of the stated CDP 
goals were accomplished in whole or in 
part.  However, even though the CDP has 
the previously mentioned “force of law,” 
there are no penalties for not completing a 
CDP proposal.  The City has not com-
pleted several important zoning changes, 
which require an eighteen-month comple-
tion date.  The re-zoning of an area of Co-
lumbia Avenue and Sussex Street was fin-
ished.  However, the re-zoning into mixed  

 

Continued next page. 
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Beach Grass Planting —  
Annual RBHA Volunteer Activity 

 

Last year seven RBHA members volunteered their time to poke 
over 1,000 holes into the sand and plant Cape American Beach 
Grass to expand the ocean side of the existing dunes in  a two 
block area.  Members were allowed to enter the fenced areas 
which are normally closed to the public to protect the fragile 

dunes.  Dunes are our first defense against wave action and serve 
to dampen the energy of the waves.  During a May nor’easter, the 
dunes performed their function and sacrificed some of their sands.  
Unfortunately every blade of grass we planted succumbed to the 
storm.  We were determined to plant more next year!  The time is 
nearing to do so!   
 

DNREC has set this year’s beach grass planting activity  
for March 21, 2009. Won’t you join us?  Please contact  
Hoyte Decker at 302-227-7824 to sign up as we need to  
know numbers of persons participating. 

Doris Rogers 

Marcia Maldeis 
& Alan O’Leary 

use of an area at Grove Street and also the 
zoning change for Rehoboth Elementary 
School property seem to be dragging along.  
Although the State regulation sets require-
ments and deadlines for CDP action, that 
does not mean the action will be taken.   
 
Currently, the Planning Commission is 
working on the required five-year update 
of the existing CDP.  As such, work has 
been done to determine how much of the 
existing CDP goals have been met and to 
what extent.  Additionally, time has been 
given to determine if unmet goals are still 
valid for action and if new goals need to 
be addressed.  The requirements for con-
tent of the CDP five-year review have not 
been changed to any great degree by the 
State since its approval of the current 
plan.  As the Planning Commission com-
pletes the renewal work, there will be 
public hearings for citizen comments.  
The Mayor and Commissioners will 
probably hold similar hearings prior to 
their acceptance of the final document.  
At that point, the State will then again be 
the final judge of the CDP review.   
 
The RBHA extended an invitation to the 
Chairman of the Planning Commission, 
Dr. Preston Littleton, to address the Board 
of Directors, members and the general 
public at the April 18 RBHA General 
Membership Meeting and he accepted.  
We expect to hear details of changes to 
the CDP the Commission has been delib-
erating on for almost a year.  A draft copy 
may be seen on the City web page at  
http://www.cityofrehoboth.com/   
cdp2008.html 
 
IMPROVED SIDEWALK  ACCESS is 
an objective of targeted corner reconstruc-
tions to bring them into compliance with 
the American Disabilities Act (ADA).  
Corners at six intersections along First 
Street – Maryland, Baltimore, Wilming-
ton, Delaware, Brooklyn and Philadelphia 
– are being demolished and rebuilt to ex-
acting specifications to better accommo-
date wheelchairs and the disabled.  ADA 
compliance dictates low slopes (ramps) 
and tactile strips located at the curb edg-
ing to designate the limits of the sidewalk/
street.  The project area is comprised of 
24 corners and was identified as a priority 
as it is considered a high pedestrian area.  
Work is anticipated to begin the second 
week of February and is to be completed 
in April 2009.  Other corners are being 
surveyed and will be prioritized for future 
phases in addressing ADA compliance. 

Coastal Cleanup  —  
Another Annual RBHA 
Volunteer Activity 

 

Every year in the fall the Rehoboth Beach 
Homeowners Association partners with 
DNREC, the State’s environmental 
agency, to call out volunteers (40 strong 
this year) to clean up the beach after what 
appeared to be a very successful summer.  
Project Captain Howard Butler, RBHA 
Board Member, assisted by Member 
Sonie Decker had moms and dads, pros 
and trainees, kids and adults, students and 
professors to name a few working under 
trying conditions Saturday morning, Sep-
tember 22nd. One group of young ladies 
heard about our project at the University 
of Delaware (Newark) in an environment 
class they attend and their instructor 
urged them to participate and participate 
they did, driving the 90 minute trip down  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from school that morning; they promised 
to be back next year. 
 

Unfortunately the weather, especially the 
wind, was not very co-operative. The ocean 
was in turmoil; waves hit the beach with 
great velocity, coming almost up to the dunes 
in some cases.  However, our undaunted 
crew couldn't be scared off and managed 
to clean up 3,103 cigarette butts, 527 caps 
and lids, and a wide variety of other de-
bris filling more than 14 garbage bags. 
 

Our designated boundaries ran from    
Columbia Avenue south to Prospect 
Street.  Volunteers that were washed out 
of beach front because of the high waves 
attacked the problem by using the Board-
walk and reaching as far as they could 
into the dunes without stepping foot on 
our precious dunes. 
 

Pictured below are some of the many  
volunteers with Howard in front. 



    

 
February  

 

13-15 RBFS and CAMP 
Rehoboth present “Another 
Take:” 7:00 PM at CAMP 
Rehoboth Community Cen-
ter. $7.  Tickets: RBFS 302-
645-9095; CAMP Rehoboth 
227-5620. 

13  “Ciao.”  7 PM  
14  “Changing Spots.”  2 PM  
15  “Mulligans.”  2 PM 
14 Valentine’s Day      

Family Event at 
the Children’s 
Studio, Rehoboth 
Art League. 10-
12:30 Make valentines to-
gether.  Fee. RAL 227-8408 

17 Commissioners Meeting,   
  7 PM City Hall. 
20 Movie to celebrate Del-

marva Roots.  “Flying for 
Freedom.” Looks inside the 
changing face of racism 
during a time when the 
Black soldiers and heroes of 
World War II returned 
home to an America not 
ready to accept them as 
equals. A post-screening 
discussion will be lead by 
local Tuskegee Airmen who 
are recipients of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor.  
Milton Theater, $3.   

      Sponsored by  Milton His-
torical Society and RB Film 
Society. RBFS 645-9095, 
www.rehobothfilm.com 

20-22 Laissez 
le bon 
temps 
rouler!  
Mardi Gras 
Celebration. Cajun cooking, 
parties, live music and 
beads, beads, beads. Res-
taurants raise money for 
their favorite charities.  RB 
Main Street 227-2772 or 
www.downtownrehoboth.com 

21 RBHA Board Meeting 9 AM  
  All Saints Church. 
      All are welcome. 
21 Mardi Gras Chef 

Showdown,     
11-2 PM at 
CAMP Rehoboth, 
$25 to benefit 

RBMS, CAMP Rehoboth 
and Center for the Inland 
Bays. RBMS 227-2772 

21 Merchant’s Attic Garage 
Sale.  States largest indoor 
garage sale, 9-1 PM.   RB 
Convention Center. Penny 
admission. RB-DBCC, 
www.beach-fun.com 

22 Gumbo Cookoff at partici-
pating restaurants. You be 
the judge!  4-7 PM.  RBMS 
227-2772 

22 RAL Lecture 2-3:30 PM 
“The Creative Spirit of Her-
block” by Jane Asher who 
worked for political car-
toonist Herblock. Free. 
RAL 227-8408 

26 Pancake & Sausage  
  Breakfast, 8-11AM.  $5 
  Cape Henlopen Senior Ctr. 
28 Rehoboth Wears Red for 

Women!  Special shopping 
event; blood pressure test-
ing and medical informa-
tion. RBMS 227-2772 

 

March 
2   Commissioners Workshop,  
  9 AM. City Hall. 
4   Evening Jackpot BINGO! 

Doors open 4:30 PM. $20 
Cape Henlopen Senior Center 
Regular games start at 6 PM 

7 Annual Chocolate Festival & 
Baking Contest, 11:30—
3:30 PM $2 RB Convention 
Center, RBMS 227-2772 

9  Planning Commission   
  Meeting, 7 PM. City Hall.  
16 Commissioners Meeting,   
  7 PM City Hall. 
20 Movie to celebrate Del-

marva Roots.  “Flying 
Pumpkins: The Legend of 
Pumpkin Chunkin.” Milton 
Theater, $3.  Sponsored by  
Milton Historical Society 
and RB Film Society. 
RBFS 645-9095 

21 RBHA Board Meeting 9 AM  
  All Saints Church. 
      All are welcome. 
21 Beach Grass Planting.  See 

article in newsletter. 
21 Merchant’s Attic Garage 

Sale.  States largest indoor 
garage sale, 9-1 PM.   RB 
Convention Center. Penny 

admission. RB-DBCC, 
www.beach-fun.com 

22 RAL lecture 2-3:30 PM.  
“The Creative Spirit of 
Rosemary and Bob Connelly, 
local artist and photogra-
pher.  Free. RAL 227-8408 

23  Board of Adjustment, 
  7 PM City Hall. 
26 Pancake & Sausage  
  Breakfast, 8-11AM.  $5 
  Cape Henlopen Senior Ctr. 
28-29  12th Annual Home & 

Land Expo.  Free. RB Con-
vention Center.  Benefits 
Habitat for Humanity. 
Sponsored by RehobothTo-
day.com, LewesToday.com, 
the Cape Gazette newspaper 
and Comcast Spotlight. 

 

April 
1   Evening Jackpot BINGO! 

Doors open 4:30 PM. $20 
Cape Henlopen Senior Center. 
Regular games start at 6 PM 

6   City refuse pickup returns to 
twice weekly schedule 

6   Commissioners Workshop,  
  9 AM. City Hall. 
10 TEXAS Hold ‘em. 7PM,  

RB Convention Center. 
Cash prizes. Fee.  To bene-
fit the RB Volunteer Fire 
Company. For information   
227-8400 RBVFCo. 

13 Planning Commission   
  Meeting, 7 PM. City Hall.  
18 RBHA General Membership 

Meeting.  10 AM. All Saints 
Episcopal Church.  Board 
meeting follows. 

20 Commissioners Meeting,   
  7 PM City Hall. 
20-24 City bulk refuse 

pickup—south sections of 
city.  City 227-6181 

23 Pancake & Sausage  
  Breakfast, 8-11AM.  $5 
  Cape Henlopen Senior Ctr. 
27-May 1 City bulk refuse 

pickup—north sections of 
city plus Schoolvue. City 
227-6181 

27 Board of Adjustment, 
  7 PM City Hall. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR  2009 

 

City Hall Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:30 Ð 4:30 

 
June-July-August 

Administrative Offices open 
every Saturday 
8:30 AMÑNoon  

 
  SeptemberÑMay 

Administrative Offices open 
first Saturday of each month 

8:30 AMÑNoon  
 

Phone: (302) 227-6181 
 

www.cityofrehoboth.com 

 

All activities dates & times are sub-
ject to change and to author error!  

Check with venue. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Children read to specially 
trained dogs and their handlers.     
There is no judgment, no criticism 
and tons of tail wagging fun!  

 
Literacy Education Assistance 
Pups visits the library every  
Wednesday starting at  6 PM.  
All children who would like  
to read to the dogs are invited.  
Enjoy the thrill the children    
get when they learn how fun 
reading to a dog can be!   

 
Benefits of the L.E.A.P.® program:        
 

• Children improve their reading 
skills in a unique and fun envi-
ronment 
• Children forget their limitations 
and develop a “can-do” attitude 
• Tutors provide individualized 
instruction  
 
LEAP is one of many programs 

sponsored by the  
Rehoboth Beach Public Library 

227-8044.  
www.rehobothlibrary.org 

® 



    

 

TREE NEWS 
 

A volunteer subgroup of the RBHA Ordi-
nance Committee—Fritz Hessemer, Greg 
Gause, and Hoyte Decker—has been 
working on a review of the three year old 
Tree Ordinance.  The group has been 
working with the City Parks and Shade 
Tree Commission as well as City Arborist, 
Walt Onizuk, City Manager, Greg Ferrese, 
and Building & Licensing Official, Terri 
Sullivan.  The review also includes recent 
suggestions made by Commissioner Den-
nis Barbour.  The review is considered a 
response to the Board of Commissioners 
January 24, 2006 decision to “tweak” the 
ordinance in six months.  Fritz is preparing 
a first review of the Tree Ordinance, which 
should be ready by mid-January 2009 in-
corporating the suggestions of all the in-
volved parties.  The group intends to for-
ward its recommendations to the RBHA 
Board; it is hoped the suggestions will then 
be passed through to the City’s Board of 
Commissioners for consideration. 
 
In other news, numerous diseased, toppled, 
and dead trees in City parks and other pub-
lic areas, identified since passage of the 
ordinance, required removal and replace-
ment to comply with relevant sections of 
the ordinance. The City has removed nu-
merous dead trees on public property and 
is planning to replace them.  Also, trees 
that are missing from public locations with 
memorial plaques will be replaced.  Exam-
ples include a number of sites on Olive and 
Brooklyn Avenues.  The Tree ordinance 
contains provisions for remediation to re-
solve tree removal issues on private prop-
erty.  These funds could be used to finance 
tree replacement on public property. 
 
Rob Line, DNREC’s professional Parks 
Arborist, has provided the city a 
“preferred” tree list to replace dead trees or 
for planting new trees that are particularly 
resistant to wind, salt air and sandy soil for 
use in the ocean blocks of the city, espe-
cially Olive and Brooklyn Avenues.  
 
Finally, the RBHA has committed to plant-
ing a tree in memory of former RBHA 
President, Jay Smith, with a memorial 
plaque, in a location to be determined, 
honoring his many years of service to the 
Homeowners’ Association. 
 

— Fritz Hessemer 

SIDEWALKS 
 

Do you have a sidewalk in front of your 
house?  If you live on one of a dozen 
streets, which currently have gaps in con-
tiguous sidewalks, you may be facing an 
expense to install a walkway conforming 
to the City's Sidewalk Ordinance.  Of even 
greater concern is the potential loss of off-
street parking, which several property 
owners may face.  Prompted by concerns 
for the safety of pedestrians, Commis-
sioner Stan Mills has raised the issue for 
consideration at the December 1st workshop.  
 
The issue of Sidewalks is contained as a 
vision within the approved 2004 Compre-
hensive Development Plan and was first 
addressed by the Board of Commissioners 
over four years ago without substantive 
resolution.  The only outcome from the 
previous deliberations was to survey and 
create construction drawings of two spe-
cific missing sidewalk sections.  Accord-
ing to Commissioner Mills those plans 
were completed and paid for by City tax-
payers over four years ago. The City will 
hold a hearing on March 16, 2009 at 7:00 
pm in City Hall to receive public input on 
this sensitive matter.  Even if you are not 
directly affected, you may share in the 
expense.  The City may also consider un-
derwriting some or all of these possible 
expenses.  We encourage you to do your 
own inquiry and share your concerns with 
us and, more importantly, with the City. 

 
RECYCLING 
 

Greg Ferrese alerted Commissioners to 
some likely changes to the City’s arrange-
ments for curbside recycling.  A letter 
from the Delaware Solid Waste Authority 
(DSWA) suggests that fees likely would  
be increased.  Currently the Authority 
charges the City $1/pickup; the fee may go 
to $3 or more.   
 
At present the City underwrites the service 
so there is no charge to individual users.  
The Authority provided a number of possi-
ble options for the City to consider.  Mayor 
Cooper and the City Manager have met with 
the Authority to explore possible solutions.  
At its first Budget meeting in January 
2009, Commissioners discussed alterna-
tives to a recycling plan presented by the 
City Manager, but made no decision. 

SAVE OUR LAKES ALLIANCE 3 
 

Although the Atlantic Ocean is the best-
known water feature of the Rehoboth 
Beach area, we are also blessed with other 
bodies of water to enjoy.  Specifically, 
there are three fresh-water lakes that add to 
the beauty and enjoyment of the City.   They 
are Lake Gerar (entirely inside the City 
limits), Silver Lake (forming part of the 
City’s southern border) and Lake Comegys 
(just outside the City).  All three of these 
lakes have been designated “treasures” by 
Concurrent Resolution Number 37 of the 
Delaware State Legislature due in part to 
the unique nature of having fresh bodies of 
water existing within a few feet of the 
Ocean.  Although once pristine, as years 
went by the water quality and health of all 
three lakes had been declining into a seri-
ous situation.  Aware of this, a small group 
of concerned individuals formed a group 
they named Save Our Lakes Alliance 3 
(SOLA3).  The group is made up entirely 
of volunteers and is led by Sallie Forman, 
the organization’s founder and President. 
 
Just over four years ago SOLA3 set out to 
restore the health of “Rehoboth’s lakes.”  
With the support of the community, local 
and State governments, and other inter-
ested parties much has been accomplished.  
Over 900 hours annually have been spent 
by the volunteers on projects such as the 
annual lake clean-up day, educational 
seminars, participation in the annual Coast 
Day, communication and education for 
owners of properties fronting on the lakes, 
environmental projects and many, many 
more examples that are starting to show 
progress resulting in healthier lakes.  To 
date, for example, SOLA3 volunteers have 
removed approximately 12 cubic yards of 
debris from the lakes. 
 
In recognition of all that has been done as 
well as all that is planned for the future, 
SOLA3 received the 2008 Governor’s Out-
standing Volunteer Award.  Governor 
Minner presented this recognition at a  
dinner ceremony at Dover Downs on    
October 23, 2008.  SOLA3’s mission is to 
preserve, protect, maintain, and improve 
these three precious lakes.  Anyone inter-
ested in this work can contact the group at 
saveourlakes3@aol.com or call 202-337-
4684.  The group is incorporated in the 
State of Delaware as a 501 (c) (3) tax-
exempt organization. 
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 RBHA Calendar 2009 

 

PSST! 
 

Take a peek. 
 

Lots of good  

stuff inside! 

 

All meetings are open to the public and are held at All Saints Episcopal 
Church, first block of Olive Avenue unless noted otherwise. 

Saturday, January 17 
9 AM  Board Meeting  

 
Saturday, February 21 

9 AM Board Meeting 
 

Saturday, March 21 
9 AM Board Meeting 

 
Saturday, April 18 

10 AM General Membership Meeting 
 

Saturday, May 16 
9 AM Board Meeting 

 

Saturday, June 20 
8 AM Board Meeting 

 
Friday, July 17 

7 PM   Meet the Candidates  Night* 
 

Saturday, August 15 
8 AM  Board Meeting 

 

Saturday, September 19 
9 AM  Board Meeting 

 
Saturday, October 17 

10 AM Annual Membership Meeting 
Board Meeting follows 

 

Saturday, November 21 
9 AM  Board Meeting  

 

Saturday, December 19 
9 AM  Board Meeting  

 

*  Subject to change  
    of date and location. 


